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Philippians 1:12-21 



 

 

&ÁÉÔÈ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÈÁÓ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÍÅÁÎ ȰÂÅÌÉÅÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ 
something hard enough. And if we believe hard 

enough we will get saved and then God will take care 
ÏÆ ÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÇÉÖÅ ÕÓ ÇÏÏÄ ÔÈÉÎÇÓȢȱ    

 

0ÁÕÌ ÈÁÓ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÖÅÒÙ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÓÁÙȣ 



12 I want you to know, beloved, that what has 
happened to me has actually helped to spread the 

gospel,  13 so that it has become known 
throughout the whole imperial guard and to 

everyone else that my imprisonment is for Christ;  
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Side note:  where do you think Paul might have 
ÇÏÔÔÅÎ ÈÉÓ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒȡ Ȱ0ÕÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ 

ÁÒÍÏÒ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣȱ %ÐÈ ΰȡΫΫ ȩ 
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My imprisonment is for Christ 

 

My struggles in my marriage are for Christ 

My  healthy concerns are for Christ 

My struggles in my job are for Christ 

My financial struggles are for Christ 

My successes and my failures are for Christ 

My depression is for Christ 

 

 

 







<The angel> said to <Daniel>, "Do 

not fear, Daniel, for from the first 

day that you set your mind to gain 

understanding and to humble 

yourself before your God, your 

words have been heard, and I have 

come because of your words.  13 But 

the prince of the kingdom of Persia 

opposed me twenty-one days. So 

Michael, one of the chief princes, 

came to help me, and I left him 

there with the prince of the 

kingdom of Persia,  14 and have 

come to help you understand what 

is to happen to your people at the 

end of days. Daniel 10:12-14  12  
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14 and most of the brothers and sisters, having been 
made confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, 
dare to speak the word with greater boldness and 

without fear.   

Church in Rome:  All who believed were together and had all things in 
common;  they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 

proceeds to all, as any had need.  Day by day, as they spent much time together 
in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and 

generous hearts,  praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And 
day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.   Acts 

2:44-47 



15 Some proclaim Christ from envy and rivalry, but 
others from goodwill.  16 These proclaim Christ 

out of love, knowing that I have been put here for 
the defense of the gospel.  17 the others proclaim 
Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but 

intending to increase my suffering in my 
imprisonment.   

 





18 What does it matter? Just this, that Christ is 
proclaimed in every way, whether out of false 

motives or true; and in that I rejoice.   Yes, and I 
will continue to rejoice 



Paul can rejoice because Faith 
means looking through his 

circumstances in the physical world 
and seeing what is going on in the 
spiritual world and resting in the 

fact that God knows best. 









·Believing hard enough 

·Believing in something hard enough so that you force 
God to give it to you 

·Believing God will make your path easy  

 

·Responding to God 

·Requesting of God what we believe is his will and if we 
are wrong, confessing and changing our request. 

·"ÅÌÉÅÖÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÁÙȾ×ÉÓÄÏÍ is best. And resting in it 

 







19 for I know that through your prayers and the help of 
the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my 

deliverance.  20 It is my eager expectation and hope 
that I will not be put to shame in any way, but that by 
my speaking with all boldness, Christ will be exalted 
now as always in my body, whether by life or by death.  

21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain.  22 If I am 
to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; 

and I do not know which I prefer.  23 I am hard pressed 
between the two: my desire is to depart and be with 
Christ, for that is far better;  24 but to remain in the 

flesh is more necessary for you.  25 Since I am 
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 

continue with all of you for your progress and joy in 
faith,  26 so that I may share abundantly in your 

boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.  



You may feel that bad things 
are happening and God is 

no where to be found.  That 
is because you are only 

seeing the physical world, 
but have faith by looking 

through the physical world 
into the spiritual world.  

 

God promises that he is at 
work! 

 

And at times, if you get 
overwhelmed with your 

circumstances, it is okay to 
let your tears flow.  Let them 
ÓÐÁÒËÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÏÐÅȢ  $ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ 
ashamed of your tears,  you 

are still human.  Your 
ÒÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÈÁÓÎȭÔ ÔÁËÅ 

placed yet.  

 

%ÖÅÎ Ȱ*ÅÓÕÓ ×ÅÐÔȢȱ  *ÏÈÎ ΫΫȡάίȢ 



27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am 

absent and hear about you, I will know that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with 
one mind for the faith of the gospel,  28 and are in no 
way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is 
evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. 

And this is God's doing.  29 For he has graciously 
granted you the privilege not only of believing in 

Christ, but of suffering for him as well--  30 since you 
are having the same struggle that you saw I had and 

now hear that I still have.  



Joy comes not because our circumstances are good (not 
from the outside in).   Joy flows from inside out.  From 

faith that that God is in control despite what our 
circumstances tell us. 




