[image: ]FAITHFUL WOMEN ON THE ROAD: RUSSIA
May 14 - 28, 2012


[image: ]The Outreach Foundation cordially invites you to consider joining a group of women from Presbyterian churches around the US on a unique mission-vision journey to the Russia in late spring to explore a bit of her history, to connect with your brothers and sisters in Christ and see some of the exciting social ministry that has developed over the last 20 years. This journey will be led by Marilyn Borst, The Outreach Foundation’s Associate Director for Partnership Development, and Ellen Smith, who has been a PCUSA mission co-worker for Russia for over a decade. Ellen, along with her husband, Al, has coordinated a congregational twinning project in Russia and Belarus, a program that matches interested congregations in the United States with congregations in Russia and Belarus for friendship and mission.

[image: ]During Soviet times, Russian Christians were cut off from the rest of the Body of Christ by the Iron Curtain. The isolation was accentuated by the persecution that the church faced at varying levels throughout those 70 years. The worst year of all was 1937, when thousands of Christians were arrested, including all church leaders: priests and pastors, preachers, deacons, choir directors, Sunday school teachers, etc. Half were sent to Siberia to the camps (the Gulags) and half were shot. There are mass graves across Russia from this terrible time. During less violent times, Christians were denied access to higher education, good paying jobs, and good housing. Choosing to be a Christian then meant choosing ostracism. Often, Christians were even rejected by family and friends. Social outreach from the churches was forbidden, formal training of pastors was impossible, Bibles were unobtainable, Sunday school was banned and it was forbidden to bring children to church.  But the Church held on and when the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, these Christians, seizing the possibilities from a new freedom, began to look around them and reach out to a suffering society, even to those that had persecuted them. They welcomed opportunities to connect with brothers and sisters in Christ beyond their borders and gleaned from their experience in Christian education and social ministry so as to better respond to the great need they saw around them. The Soviet ideology had battered this country, and with the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia experienced one of the worst welfare reversals in history. 

The Presbyterian Church (USA) stood in partnership with their Russian brothers and sisters in Christ during the long dark years of the Cold War through the World Council of Churches and through individual efforts to maintain contact, some Presbyterians carrying [image: ]Bibles into Russia. Not long after the collapse, through the auspices of The Outreach Foundation, Presbyterian churches began to connect on a church to church basis through the Congregational Twinning Project, a program focused on long term relationships with brothers and sisters in Christ across the boundaries of history, language, denomination and culture. The focus of the Twinning Project has always been relationship. After all the years of isolation, we can now stand with one another, sit around the table with one another, and share how Christ is at work in our lives. We have much to learn from the Russian churches about weathering the storm of persecution. Even today, Soviet propaganda remains in the mindset of non-believers. There is still subtle, and sometimes not so subtle, persecution against Protestant churches, taking the form of denial of access to social ministries, obstruction of their efforts to obtain property to build churches, inconsistent building code enforcement, etc. 

[image: ][image: ][image: ]Our journey will begin in St. Petersburg, the capital of tsarist Russia from the time of Peter the Great. We will visit museums, churches and palaces, but also take time to get an introduction to the church in Russia. From St. Petersburg, we will travel by overnight train to the city of Velikiy Rostov, one of the Golden Ring cities, and travel by van to the village of Davydovo. The Russian Orthodox church in Davydovo, under the leadership of Father Vladimir Klimzo, is a model for who we are called to be as the Body of Christ. As they have heard Christ knocking at the door of their hearts, they have responded. Seeing children whose parents have lapsed into alcoholism in the streets of their village, they started a kindergarten to give the children a safe and nurturing place and counter the neglect they live in at home. Hearing of children struggling in the regimented program of local schools, they started their own small elementary school, providing individual education plans, and the children are thriving. Hearing of a young orphan who had no place to go, they started a shelter for teenage boys. Hearing of the struggles of families with special needs children, they started a summer camp. Now they look at how they are being called to develop the special needs ministry further. Davydovo is a village of 70 people, a small congregation. 
[image: ][image: ]From Davydovo, we will take a morning train into Moscow, Russia’s capital today. We will take time for tourism, but also connect with the Narnia Center, a Christian publishing ministry engaged in the publication of children’s literature and a children’s ministry magazine, as well as conducting seminars to help churches develop new avenues in children’s ministry. We will also connect with Golgotha Baptist Church, on the north side of Moscow. Through partnership with a Presbyterian church in South Carolina, Golgotha was able to begin building their church. Today, 16 years later, after many struggles with changing building codes and regulations, the church is almost complete. Through the years of building, they have persevered, developing outreach beyond their construction zone: outreach to orphans, families with special needs children, and now, exploring refugee ministry. 

[image: ]From Moscow, we will travel by night train to the city of Smolensk, on the western border of Russia.  Here we will connect with Central Baptist Church, another model of who we are called to be as the Body of Christ. This church has been engaged in orphanage ministry for at least 15 years. They saw children in need and began to reach out. That beginning has grown into an extensive outreach program. Central Baptist Church also has a television studio, producing a weekly program and producing films for the Baptist Union and other congregations. They have a wonderful sports ministry, lead by the youth of their church. The church had an old summer camp building, which they used every summer for 7 years. In October 2008, the camp was burned to the ground. The church was deeply distressed, and initially discouraged, but they heard the call to rebuild despite many challenges along the way.
Come see how God is at work in the churches of Russia. Come sit around the table with your brothers and sisters in Christ and hear their stories. Come share your own stories.  Let us come together for mutual encouragement and celebration of Christ at work in our lives!

Land cost of $1972 includes: most meals, 11 nights/double occupancy hotels, 2 over night trains w/ 1st class bunks, plus additional trains and vans. Russian visa costs, facilitated by TOF, including Fed Ex return fee: $225. ($2197 to be paid to TOF).

Additional costs include sightseeing in Moscow and St Petersburg and Moscow (estimated, $175) plus “good will” offering in Davydovo ($30 suggested). Lufthansa flights can be arranged by participants using MTS Travel in order to guarantee consistent arrivals/departures (sample fares: R/T Atlanta, $1199; R/T Chicago $1337). Visit www.theouteteachfoundation.org for application form or contact Lisa Dill at 615-778-8881. 

The Outreach Foundation 381 Riverside Drive Suite 110,Franklin, Tennessee 37064
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