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From My Heart to Yours

By Dr. Scott Weimer, Senior Pastor

JANUARY RECOMMENDATION

Girl Meets God

by 2012 Mission Conference
speaker Lauren Winner

Read Winner’s appealingly
'™ honest memoir of her search
d for a religious identity.

elcome to this first issue of

the new monthly edition

of the North AveNews. For

the next several months,
we will be experimenting with this
new way of communicating with the
congregation. Please note on p. 7 the
various ways that you can still receive
news on a weekly basis via the web;
timely announcements will also be
included in the orders of service every
Sunday. You will also want to take note
that the deadline to include information
inthemonthly newsletteristhe eleventh
day of the previous month (in other
words, December 11 was the deadline
for this January edition).

Below you will notice a new sermon
series for the month of January.
The series is entitled “Occupy Hope:
Workplace Ethics in a Down and Dirty
World” The Occupy Movement is, at
the least, a way for people to express
their desire for more opportunities to
participate in their own economic and
political destiny in the face of powerful
forces that seem beyond their control.
In this sermon series, we will reflect on
the ways that God has provided for us
to find hope, strength, vision, and joy,
in the face of powerful forces we face

JANUARY 8 {Job1:1-22}
Hope When the Bottom Falls Out

JANUARY 15 {Acts5:1-11}

each day in our places of work and even
in our places of unemployment. We will
explore what it means for God'’s people
to claim the promises that God will
never forsake us and will always provide
for us—and we'll also talk about some
practical ways to live out our faith in our
daily tasks.

Also note the exciting line-up for the
2012 Mission Conference on p. 3. Our
guest speakers are among the most
sought after speakers in the country!
We welcome Jonathan Reckford—CEO
of Habitat for Humanity—and author
Lauren Winner. On the last Sunday of
the conference, | will engage several of
NAPC’s business leaders in a dialogue
sermon about “Finding Mission in Our
Work.” You will not want to miss any of
these Sundays, so make plans now to
be with us.

May the Lord bless you and your family
and NAPC with his richest blessings
and sustaining presence in this new
year, and always.

Grace and Peace,

Hope When Facing Temptation

JANUARY 22 {John13:1-17}

Hope When You're Overqualified

JANUARY 29 {Romans12:9-21}
Hope in the Midst of Conflict

HOPE

WORKBLACE FTHICS [N A DOWN & DIRTY wnﬂl.n

FEBRUARY 5 {2Timothy 2:15; Colossians 3:23-24 }
From Hope to Meaning
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Become a North

Avenue Member

North Avenue Presbyterian Church
is home to more than 900 members
as well as many regular visitors. We
encourage those who are ready to
play an active role in the life of North
Avenue to become a part of the membership of the church.
Becoming a member makes you a part of something larger
than yourself. When you join North Avenue, you are part of
a community that is vibrant, multicultural, socially active, fo-
cused on grace and love in this city and beyond!

NOR$H AVENUE

Start the journey by taking a ‘First Look’ at North Avenue
on January 22 at 10 a.m. in the Eldridge Room to learn more
about North Avenue ministries, history, and leadership.Then,
take part in the New Member Meet-and-Greet Dinner
on Thursday, January 26 to converse with others joining
the church and church leaders, over a delicious meal. Last,
take part in the New Member Class on Sunday, January 29
at 8:30 a.m. on the Fourth Floor. Throughout the day you'll
learn more about the church and what it means to become
a member. At the end of the class (which concludes by 1
p.m.), you will be extended the invitation to officially join the
church. Childcare is provided during the class, but you must
register by contacting Janie Hicks at janie@napc.org.

2012 MISSION CONFERENCE

UPCOMING EVENTS & NEWS AT NAPC

Donate Sanctuary Flowers in 2012

You can donate the flowers that beautify the front of the
North Avenue Sanctuary every Sunday. Donate flowers in
honor or in memory of a loved one (it’s a special way to
celebrate birthdays or anniversaries), or just give to the
glory of God! Arrangements are $150. Reserve your date
for 2012. Contact Kay Carlson at ext. 213 or by e-mail at
kay@napc.org.

Charitable Tax Report

The IRS requires contemporaneous reporting of all tax
deductible contributions. This means that you must
have a written acknowledgement of your contributions
from the church before you file your income tax return.
To ensure church contributions are tax deductible, you
should not file your 2011 income tax return until you
have received your Charitable Tax Report from NAPC.
Your report will be mailed to you by the end of January.

Save the Dates

JANUARY 8: Ordination & Installation of New Officers

FEBRUARY 5: Annual Congregational Meeting following
the 11 a.m. worship service

P
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According tothe World Bank,

1%

of sub-saharan Africansliveon

EXPERIENCE 40%

of south Asians live on

The citizens of the
majority world live a very
different life from most
United States citizens.
Come find out more about
how everyone else lives.

@ 2012 NAPC Mission Conference Sunday, February 12, 2012

Probably not.




meet the

= DIMMOCKS

NAPC Missionaries serving in Lesotho, Africa -'n-.

laughed as our interview began and Nancy’s
phone rang with a ringtone singing “Don't
Worry, Be Happy! It's a good life motto for a
family living as missionaries in Lesotho, Africa
with eight children ranging in age from 7-25.

Lesotho is a tiny country—about the size of Maryland—
totally surrounded by the Republic of South Africa. Outside
the major cities, most people exist on subsistence farming,
making food insecurity a problem. Lesotho also has the
third highest rate of HIV infection in the world. Describing
life in Lesotho, Nancy said, “Life over there is so much...
grittier. You're surviving. You're making choices about where
to get water, about how to replenish your electricity, about
adequate food supply.”’

Frank and Nancy Dimmock first arrived in Lesotho as
missionary newlyweds in 1985. Over the years they have also
served in Malawi and Congo. They both have unique stories
aboutwhat led themto serve aslong-term missionaries. Frank
initially committed to a year between college and graduate
school to volunteer in Congo after hearing a missionary speak
at his church in North Carolina. That year turned into two, and
through that experience, he realized God was calling him to
full time mission work, with training in public health. Nancy
grew up in the DRCongo and came to the States for college.
She recalled, “Il was counting the days until | could leave this
country and go back. But God really had to do a work in my
heart to make me emotionally stay and learn what he had to
teach me... What that turned out to be was that it's a matter
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-
Moses, Nancy, Na-tﬂan, Andrew, Frank, Alifa, Katie,
Jesse, Isaac, and Jackson Dimmock

of obedience. People are everywhere needing love, needing
a witness... the geography isn’t what it’s all about.”

Frank currently serves with the PC(USA) as Africa Health
Liaison, where he represents the PC(USA) to its partner
churches as well as hospitals, clinics and primary health
programs in nine African countries. He also spends about
half of histime working specifically .=
with children’s ministries. Nancy
currently works with individual

“People are everywhere
needinglove, needinga
witness... the geography
isn’t whatit’s all about.”

or smaller groups of children
who need a home. In 2009 Nancy #
partnered with a local colleague to
create Ministry of Hope-Lesotho.
The organization researches the
backgrounds of kids who are
institutionalized and tries to find
original or new families for them.

Frank Pimmock serving children in the
Democratic Republic of Gongo

North Avenue members have interacted with some of those
children on short term mission trips to Lesotho. In particular,
two groups visited the Ministry of Insured Salvation (MIS)
Orphanage—one of the locations Nancy works with via



Ministry of Hope. MIS is where the Dimmocks found their daughter Katie (six of their
children are adopted—two from Lesotho, one from Atlanta, and three from Malawi)
twenty years ago. The Dimmocks stayed connected with the MIS, and questioning how
to appropriately address some of the many needs at that orphanage was one of the
motivations to start Ministry of Hope.

During North Avenue’s first short term mission trip to Lesotho, NAPC member Leigh Kershner met a little

boy named Sechaba with pressing medical needs at the orphanage. Because of North Avenue’s established
relationship with the Dimmocks, Leigh and her husband Greg were able to later write to the Dimmocks asking how they
could help Sechaba. Children at MIS were not being placed with new families, but the Kershners' questions opened up the
possibility of adoption in that orphanage. Sechaba was adopted by Leigh and Greg in 2010 and is now a part of the North
Avenue family. Since then, 42 children from MIS have been placed or gone to their new families.

When asked how North Avenue can better support them, Frank replied, “The prayer support is the most important. We can
sense that people are praying for us when times are tough.” Specifically, Frank asked for prayer as he interacts with children
who have been traumatized, particularly through the growing phenomenon of accusations of witchcraft. In many areas
of the African continent, there is culture of belief that there is a reason for any kind of bad experience, and often children
are victimized and accused of causing that bad thing to happen. Those children are exorcised, tortured or rejected by their
communities and are now living on the street. Frank asks for prayer as he helps partner churches reach out and rehabilitate
those children. Nancy asked for prayer for their own children as Andrew and Alifa prepare to leave for boarding school in
Kenya. Nancy said, “Part of the struggle or sacrifice of being missionaries is, ‘What happens with our kids?' The need for a
good education that’s not available where you're assigned. That's what we're facing when we go back next school-year”

The Dimmocks will be worshipping with us at North Avenue in the upcoming months; say hello and a word of thanks.
You can send Frank or Nancy an encouraging e-mail at fdimmock@gmail.com or afromama8@gmail.com and thank
them for the amazing work they do. -Whitney Meadows

CHILDREN, YOUTH, COLLEGE & YOUNG ADULTS

C en
amily
MINISTRIES

Collzcl YOUNG
MINISTRY Agﬂg“janﬁag

NEW! Young Adult
Missional Small Group
BEGINS JANUARY 10

Study & Serve for eight-weeks
with other young adults. We'll
gather on Tuesdays to study
. the Gospel of John and serve

College Young Life bi-weekly with children at the
meets on Thursdays at 7 p.m. Atlanta Mission. Sign-up by
JANUARY 27-22 Annual Lock-In in the Broyles Ministry Center. contacting  whitney@napc.

Meet other college students

Come enjoy a night of friends, games, and joy at NAPC from
7 PM-8 AM! Invite a friend and join in on the fun! Cost is $10. and learn more about God. YO%AGNZSSSEE-OI\;I\IATEIST?

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

january & Family Fun Night

Parents and siblings are welcome to join us for a pot luck
meal and dodgeball! 5-7 PM on the Fourth Floor.

young

E-mail Jeff Meyers at jeff@napc.org.
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« Intown Academy Spring Tutoring Sessions

« Atlanta Mission’s

« Sandwich Making for the Gateway Center

« Midtown Assistance Center (MAC)

« Play Basketball on Tuesday Nights

If none of these opportunities hit your passion point,

contact Phil Cobb at phil@napc.org to find the best
place where God is leading you to serve.

PARTNER UPDATE
ATLANTA CHILDREN'S SHELTER
EXPANDS IN 2012.

You'll be seeing some changes at the Atlanta Children’s
Shelter in 2012 as they expand their facilities. additional
spaceincludesanewclassroom (helping theshelterreduce
the child to teacher ratio), new Parent Training Center that
will provide dedicated training space and computer lab to
parents, addition of two private counseling rooms, and the
addition of a private health exam room allowing children
and their parents to receive weekly preventive healthcare
onsite in an appropriate setting. Construction will begin
during the second week of January and is scheduled to be
completed by the end of April.

DIDYOU KNOW? SEEHOWNORTHAVENUE EXTENDED
RADICAL HOSPITALITY IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER

GROW OPPORTUNITIES

MEN's
MINISTRY

Men’s Breakfast

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14
8:30-10 A.M. FOURTH FLOOR

Great food cooked by guys for guys, humor,
table talk, and inspiration based upon God'’s
word. $5 donation

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
BEGINS JANUARY 18, 2012 - 7:30-8:30 AM

Meet weekly with continental breakfast, Bible study led by senior pastor
Scott Weimer and the Rev. Owen Stepp, and time to build relationships
with other men in the church. Just show up! No need to RSVP.

Woe
N

Women’s Winter
Bible Studies

Come study Philippians with other women of
all ages as Dr. April Love-Fordham teaches a six-
week series, “Rejoice in the Lord Always," at both
the Wednesday Evening and Thursday Morning
Bible Studies. Childcare is provided at both
studies. The Wednesday Evening group begins
on January 11 at 7 p.m. in the Higher Grounds
Classroom. The Thursday group begins on
January 12 at 9:30 a.m. in the United Classroom.

mﬁml
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FOUR-WEEK CLASS

2012 RETREAT

OASIS

IN THEDESERT

IT'S NOT ALL TALK!
GROWING CLOSER TO GOD:
PRAYER AND SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES

Join the United Class during the 10 a.m.
discipleship houron January 8,15,22,and 29
tolearn more about prayer and spiritual practice,
ways of growing closer to God. Explore the
“what and why” of spiritual disciplines, learning
step by step the ancient prayer practice Lectio
Divina—a way to pray the scriptures and let
them pray us—and Centering Prayer—a form
of silent prayer and resting in God. The class will
be taught by Boyd Lyons and Debra Weir.

OASIS IN THE DESERT
A LIVING WATERS RETREAT TO NOURISH YOUR SOUL

Join us on March 23-24, 2012 at the
Harrington Center at Columbia Theological
Seminary. We'll gather Friday evening through
Saturday afternoon for time to listen, pray,
and reflect with God and friends, seeking
refreshment for the dry places in our lives. More
information coming soon.
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Engaging with crafts during the Sunday School Hour

photo by Whitney Meadows

GET CONNECTED
Volunteer with the Chinese children ministry by
contacting jasmineshi_cn@hotmail.com. You can be

an English teacher from 11 a.m.-12 p.m. on Sundays.
You can also be a seminar speaker sharing God's

Sharing the Gospel with a New Generation

hinese children remind
me of the first time | came
to church. Because | had
an atheist education, |
did not come to seek God, but
to improve my English. But when
| heard the good news of the
Kingdom and saw the good deeds
of Christians, | was touched by
their love, and my heart changed.
Similarly, scholars are bringing
their children to learn English and
experience American culture.

Twelve years into international
ministry at Georgia Tech, Chinese
scholars are not new to North
Avenue. But this year, God does
bring us something new. More
scholars are coming to the United
States with their families and they
bring them to the church. These
Chinese children range in age
from 3 to 10 years old. The new
environment and language barrier
obviously have an impact on
their lives here; we felt that these

while their parents attend Sunday
School and the worship service.
In August, with the help of Roxie
Chess, we began a special Sunday
School with Chinese children from
5to 10yearsold. During theregular
Sunday School hour, we lead them
in the big class with American kids
taught by Roxie. From 11 a.m.-
12 p.m., we keep them in a small
group to reinforce in Chinese
what Roxie taught in English. This
helps the kids to learn English and
understand the lesson.

We are grateful for your support
for the Chinese ministry. With
more Chinese children coming,
the ministry extends to the new
generation. In addition to Sunday
school, we plan to expand this
ministry by hosting periodical
seminars during the Sunday lunch
hour where Christians share their
life values, particularly as it relates
to families and parenting. May we
cherish this opportunity and be used

guidance on family and raising children.

children needed special attention by God for His glory. ~Jasmine Shi

DECEMBER MILESTONES

+ Sacrament of Holy Baptism of
Yunpeng Pan on December 4, 2011

+ Sacrament of Holy Baptism of Zhang
Liang on December 24, 2011

« Alyssa May Joelson was born to
Kameron and Dean Joelson on

16,2011.
« Sacrament of Holy Baptism of December 16, 20

Jiaming Li on December 4, 2011

« Gillian Horsley’s husband Alex Horsley
passed away on December 1,2011.

To keep members of our community in prayer, pick up a prayer sheet in the Welcome Center at North Avenue on Sundays.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Senior Pastor
Dr. D. Scott Weimer
scott@napc.org, ext. 210

Equipping Staff
Executive Pastor

Dr.Tim Rogers-Martin
tim@napc.org, ext. 202

Theologian in Residence
Rev. Dr. Samuel Mwaniki
samuel@napc.org, ext. 211

Teaching Pastor
Rev. Jeff Meyers
jeff@napc.org, ext. 216

Congregational Care
Rev. Frank Eldridge
frank@napc.org, ext. 247

Women's Ministry

Children & Family Ministries
Roxie Chess
roxie@napc.org, ext. 243

Youth Ministry
Jessica Dart
jessica@napc.org, ext. 205

Music & The Arts
Melinda L. Clark
melinda@napc.org, ext. 208

Worship Leader in Mission
Josh Schicker
josh@napc.org, ext. 236

Communication

Whitney Meadows
whitney@napc.org, ext. 215
Membership Involvement
Janie Hicks

janie@napc.org, ext. 206

Kay Carlson

kay@napc.org, ext. 213
Bridgett Stewart
bridgett@napc.org, ext. 223

Business Office

Roger Young
roger@napc.org, ext. 222
Karen Blinkhorn
karen@napc.org, ext. 221
Facilities

Gene Wooldridge
gene@napc.org, ext. 224
Food Services

Richard Slade
richard@napc.org, ext. 241
Music & The Arts

Susan Bradford
susanmusic@napc.org, ext. 209
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© Sign up toreceive this

Become a fan on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/northavenuepres

twitter.com/northavenuepres

@) Get the latest NAPC news

online at the church website
www.northavenuepres.org

newsletter via e-mail or via

Dr. April Love-Fordham Su ort Staff Director of Mu;ic&The Arts, Emeritus

april@napc.org, ext. 220 pp Oscar L. Rodriguez

MD - peord Administrative/Pastoral the pOSt Ofﬁce tO your home
Phlﬁsclggf) Andrea Henry

phil@napc.org, ext. 226

andrea@napc.org, ext. 201

www.napc.org/newsletter.html
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EVENTS & BIRTHDAYS

Regularly Scheduled Events

SUNDAYS
9 AM Contemporary Worship in the Sanctuary
9 AM Cherub & Junior Choirs Rehearse
10 AM Christian Education
11 AM Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
& Sunday Lunch in the Gym (also at noon)
12 PM Healing Service on the third Sundays of the
month in the Session Room behind Sanctuary
1PM The Cup Worship Service in BMC
1PM Orchestra NAPC Rehearsal in Room 301
5:30 PM Youth Group meets on Fourth Floor
7 PM Evening Service in the Sanctuary

MONDAYS

Diaconate & Session Meetings on the second Monday
of the month

6:30 PM GriefShare Support Group meets in Room 406

8 PM Men'’s Pick-Up Basketball in the Gym

TUESDAYS

10 AM Presbyterian Women Circles meet on the
second Tuesday of the month

10:30 AM Presbyterian Women Inductive Bible
Study meets on the second Tuesday of the month

6 PM Volunteer with Basketball with the Atlanta
Mission in the Gym (contact phil@napc.orqg)

WEDNESDAYS

10 AM Christian Care Outreach

2 PM Girl Scouts meet in the Chapel

5:20 PM Volunteer at the Community Men’s Bible
Study in Room 408 (contact phil@napc.org)

5:30 PM Wednesday Dinners (36 per person or $15 per
family) in the Dining Room

5:30 PM ESL meets on the Fourth Floor

5:50 PM NAPC Handbell Choir rehearses in Sanctuary

7 PM Young Adults Singles Small Group meets on the
Fifth Floor

7 PM Wednesday Women's Bible Study meets in the
Higher Grounds Room on the Third Floor

7 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Choir Room

7 PM Bible Study of the Book of Acts meets in the
Library

7 PM Tuk & Tak International Soccer meets in the Gym

THURSDAYS

9:30 AM Women’s Thursday Morning Bible Study
meets in Room 301

7 PM College Young Life meets in the BMC

JANUARY 1
One Worship Service Only at 11 AM
(childcare for Pre-K and under); no Sunday School

JANUARY 2
New Year’s Holiday - Office Closed

JANUARY 9

Children’s Sunday School Re-Start

Great North Elementary program will have large group in
chapel and small groups in Great North Classrooms

JANUARY 9
Leadership Development Team Meeting

JANUARY 14
Men’s Ministry Breakfast

JANUARY 16
MLK Holiday-0ffice Closed

JANUARY 17
Dinner for Moms with Young Children

January Birthdays

01 Jane Davis, Lauren Flinn

02 Cindy Holt, Barbara Brockway, Ruth Waihiga,
Jonathan Goldsmith

03 Theron Ragsdale, Lindsey Elliott

04 Virginia Ferguson, Samuel Mwaniki, David Glass,
Emma Hughes

05 Jean McFadden, Nigel Lush, Armani Jusu

06 Everett Hickcox, Jim Alm, Hannah Goodyear, Sabrina Alty,
Tracy Knapp

07 Edna House

08 Cyndy Roberts, Kathleen Quinlen

09 Mullin Underwood, Hannah Choi, Jack Susong,
Dorie Watkins

10 Deborah Lowery, Linda Thompson, Charles Knapp

11 Jeff Rice, Sally Barnes, Vivian Wells,
John Crawford Langley

12 Betty McKay, Lakshmi Sankar
13 Beth Brady, Connie Pinder

14 Betsy Primm, Monicah Mwaniki, Dana Klest, Kim Wilson,
James Din

Special Events & Meetings

JANUARY 21
Leadership Retreat

Chinese New Year Celebration at 3 PM

JANUARY 22

Get a‘First Look’ at NAPC at 10 AM in Eldridge Room
Have questions about NAPC? Hear about our history,
ministries, meet leadership (contact janie@napc.org)

Music & Arts Team Meetings at 12 PM
Small Group Team Meeting at 12:15 PM

JANUARY 27
Youth Lock-In

JANUARY 29

New Members Class

Become a Member at North Avenue. To RSVP, contact
kay@napc.org.

Junior Choir sings in 9 a.m. Worship Service

15 Betty Webster, Ben Carmichael Jr
16 Johanna Lee, Scott Thompson, Tristan Askew
17 Jorge Millan, Matthew Boatwright, Nathaniel Gieseking
18 Wayne Burdell, Lisa Wells
19 Marian McGaughey, Rachel Carruth
20 Sherrie Smith, Lauren Handell, Walker Rogers
21 Ann Cousins, Glad Eldridge, John Wairegi, Steve Herbert
22 (orie Galusha, Emily Toriani-Moura, Katy Mosby, Will Perry
23 Zanice Muckler, Wallace Underwood, Sarah Kenady,
Bo Underwood Jr., Camryn Dawson
24 Ralph Rutherford, Matt Bruso, Tyler Jabaley, Ben Radford
25 George Rice, Lynne Norman, Han Choi, Tom Chow,
Ben Buxton
26 Al Valerius, Ben Lee, Justin Weimer
27 Lynn Bishop, Kermit Llaurador, Alexander Carter,
Isabel Carter
28 Paul Tom, Dan Lowery, Yoko Ishizuka, Julia Roberts,
Jasmine Gray, Aiden Armstrong
29 Tillman Douglas Jr, Carolyn Curtis, Margaret Draper
30 William Flinn Jr, Donald Long, Hubert Nall Ill,
Andrew Watkins, Bettina Yip, Josh Gregory
31 Mattie Kelbaugh




